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SHIPMATE’S ASSOCIATION GOALS
SECTION 1: To further the remembrance of the deeds of the USS Robert A. Owens
(DDK/DDE/DD-827),and all of the officers and enlisted crew members who served in her
during the vessels thirty-two years of U.S. Navy service.

SECTION 2: To promote the bond of friendship between all of the crew members who
served in her during the years of commissioned service through newsletters, web site,
Internet, and reunions..
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   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Good day to all of you! I write this after our reunion in Norfolk and want to begin by thanking
and congratulating Bill Miller for hosting a very fine time at the Wyndham Resort Hotel in
downtown Norfolk.  It’s stressful hosting these events and Bill came through for us once again.
I sure wish we could have had more shipmates attend, but if you missed this one there will be
another in 2 years. Plan now to attend.

On August 15, I wrote a short article for the Ping regarding finances and investing in gold and/or
silver. I hope you listened. When I wrote that article two months ago gold was $3351 an
ounce and today, October 20, it’s $4334 – almost $1000 increase in two months! Silver was
$38.27 then and is $52.62 now, almost a $15 increase.  It’s hard to say if it’s time to buy, but it’s
definitely time to think about selling all that “stuff” you’ll never use – old or broken gold and
silver jewelry, real silverware, etc, all the “stuff” you never use and your heirs have no interest.
Think about it. Let me hear from you and tell me what you did and how you made out. It
doesn’t take much to make an ounce. I will have another financial consideration in a future
Ping along with some feedback I have received from other shipmates. Very informative.

At our reunion Jack Wanko brought up the idea of trying to have a new ship named for Robert
Owens. Great idea, but it will take an effort by all of us to get it done. If we flood SECNAV’s
desk with letters of request, it just may work. So, to facilitate this, I wrote a short letter to
SECNAV that all of you can replicate along with three (3) attachments you can copy. You can
type or handwrite the letter. I kept it short as the longer the letter, the less likely it is to get
read. Of course, when you rewrite it with your name and address you can add something of
your own. But keep it short. The attachments, I think, will get his attention more and solidify
our request. This is all in the Ping. I wrote and mailed mine today.

Back to the reunion, Ellen and I had a great time and it was wonderful to get together with all of
our friends from over the years. I’ve had people tell me they may not attend because they
won’t know anybody.  When I attended my first reunion in 2003 there must have been over 200
people there and I found ONE shipmate I knew. But over the years I have met more and more
and now know almost everyone attending.  So, don’t let it stop you from coming to the next
one because you may not know anyone. We all have the one thing in common that brings us
together and it doesn’t take long to make a whole new group of friends and enjoy the time.  I’m
sure you have some Bobby-O stories that we can all enjoy and laugh about!

As I said earlier, let me know what’s new and happening with you.  My email address is on the
front of this issue, so drop me a note and let me know how you’re doing.  All the best to you
and your family from Ellen and me and we hope you have a great holiday season!

Larry McCoskey

The Owens’ Ping
FROM THE DESK OF THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
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ALERT

ONCE AGAIN SOMEONE HAS SENT SEVERAL OF US A DANGEROUS EMAIL INDICATING THAT IT

WAS FROM ONE OF OUR ASSOCIATION OFFICERS. THEY USED THE EMAIL ADDRESS AND SENT

A DOCUMENT AND ASKED US TO CLICK ON IT AS IT WAS A VERY IMPORTANT AND A VERY

TIMELY ITEM.  IT DIDN’T LOOK RIGHT TO ME FOR SOME REASON, SO I WROTE A SEPARATE

EMAIL TO THAT PERSON AND ASKED IF HE SENT IT TO ME. A REPLY CAME FROM HIS PERSONAL

EMAIL STATING THAT, “YES, IT’S FROM ME.  LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU’VE OPENED IT”.

SO, I TRIED TO OPEN IT AND MY SECURITY SYSTEM ON MY COMPUTER FLAGGED IT AND

STATED IT WAS A DANGEROUS DOCUMENT AND RECOMMENDED I NOT OPEN IT. IN THE

MEANTIME I GOT ANOTHER EMAIL FROM MY SHIPMATE THAT SIMPLY SAID “NO”, INDICATING

HE DID NOT SEND IT. I DID NOT OPEN THE DOCUMENT. I CALLED MY SHIPMATE AND

TOLD HIM ON THE PHONE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. MINE WAS HIS 3RD CALL.

IF YOU GET A SUSPICIOUS EMAIL FROM ANY OF US, DO NOT OPEN IT. CALL US FIRST AND SEE

IF WE DID, IN FACT, SEND IT. THIS ALSO GOES FOR REQUESTS VIA EMAIL OR TEXT FOR MONEY

OR GIFT CARDS TO BE SENT IMMEDIATELY.  THEY GENERALLY READ, “I’M OUT OF TOWN AND

NEED THIS RIGHT AWAY”, OR SOMETHING TO THAT EFFECT.

BEWARE AND BE AWARE.

LARRY MCCOSKEY
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Greeting Shipmates:

I hope that you are all doing as well as possible. I enjoyed the recent reunion. I
left in January 1971 and had not been back since. Fall is here and the weather is
changing as it does every year. Time to keep track of the weather and see what
you will be dealing with when you go out. Be safe/

Keith
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USS ROBERT A. OWENS SHIPMATES ASSOCIATION

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 9, 2025

In accordance with the organization’s By-Laws, Article I, Section 2, a business meeting was held with the following
members present:  Larry McCoskey, John Wanko, Gary Parks, Jerry Jackson, Bill Miller, Keith Totsch, Ken Talley, Ron
Genovese, Ron Wertman, Joe Fisher, Roger Scherer and Jim Gottsch.

1.  The minutes of the last meeting of October 3, 2023, were read and approved.

2.  An election of officers was conducted with the following results:
 President   Larry McCoskey
 Vice-President   John Wanko
 Treasurer   Gary Parks
 Secretary   Vacant
 Chaplain   Keith Totsch
 Historian   Jim Owens
 Membership   Jerry Jackson
 Audit committee  Bill Miller and Ron Pervere
 Ping and Web Editor  Jerry Jackson
 Ship’s Store    Bill Miller
 Reunion Chairman  Larry McCoskey

3.  A budget report was given by Treasurer Gary Parks.  With some reunion expenses still to be paid, there is a balance of
$6195.89 as of 9/30/25.  Through that date from 1/1/24, we have collected $745 in dues, expenses for the “Ping” have been
$744.93 and income from the ship’s store was $210.
4.  Bill Miller gave a ship’s store report.  He presented a ship’s store inventory and brief account of what has been sold since
the last reunion.  Members present voted to not purchase any further items for the store and to keep selling remaining items
until the store is defunct.

5.  Jerry Jackson reported on the “Ping” and the web site.  As of this date he is mailing through the USPS 22 issues to those
members without email capabilities.  The rest are sent via email.  He requested that anyone having pictures or interesting
stories from their time on the OWENS be sent to him for publication in the “Ping”.
6.  A donation was requested and approved for the USO in the amount of $100.
7.  The Jim Holden Award was postponed until the evening’s banquet at which time it was presented to Bill Miller for his
untiring service to the organization.  Thanks Bill!!
8.  Tentative plans have been made to hold the next reunion in Louisville, KY.  More will be forthcoming in future Pings.

9.  New Business:

 A.  A refund of $100 was voted to be returned to one individual who had to cancel their attendance to the reunion.  The
cancellation was after the cutoff date and the remainder of the fees had already been paid to the vendors, thereby not
allowing us to return a full refund.

 B.  Again, we will attempt to contact the Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) and request a new ship be named for Robert
A. Owens.  All members need to send a request in order to get the attention of SECNAV.  Larry McCoskey will draft a
sample letter to be printed in the “Ping” that can either be copied and sent or re-written.  The name and address to SECNAV
will be in that letter.  We really need everyone to participate in this endeavor.

With no other business before the members, a motion was made to adjourn.

This report submitted by Larry McCoskey, President, USS ROBERT A. OWENS Shipmates Assn. 4



The Owens’ Ping

5

NOTE FROM PING EDITOR
As you noted in the President’s message, we are going to try to flood the SECNAV’s mail box once again in an
attempt to get another ship named after Robert A. Owens. We are asking that you use the pages that we are including
in this PING Edition and either hand write or copy the pages in order to send the info in. When sent, please let Larry
know that you have participated by sending him an email stating your name and the word “DONE” so we can count
our results.

    I am adding a color copy of the Medal of Honor (taken at the 2025 Reunion) that you can include with your letter to
SECNAV. Please help out.

Jerry Jackson
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OWENS, ROBERT ALLEN

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps, Borm: 13 September 1920 , Greeville, S.C. Accredited to:
South Carolina. Citation; For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his own life above and beyond
the call of duty while serving with a marine division, in action against Japanese forces during extremely
hazardous landing operations at Cape Torokina, Bougalainville, Solomon Islands, on 1 November 1943. Forced
to pass within disastrous range of a strongly protected, well-camouflaged Japanese 75-mm, regimental gun
strategically located on the beach, our landing units were suffering heavy losses in casualties and boats while
attempting to approach the beach, and the success of the operations was seriously threatened. Observing the
ineffectiveness of marine rifle and grenade attacks against the incessant, devastating fire of the enemy weapon
and aware of the urgent need for prompt action, Sgt. Owens unhesitatingly determined to charge the gun bunker
from the front and, calling on 4 of his comrades to assist him, carefully placed them to cover the fire of the two
adjacent hostile bunkers. Choosing a moment that provided a fair opportunity for passing these bunkers, he
immediately charged into the mouth of the steadily firing cannon and entered the emplacement through the fire
port, driving the guncrew out of the rear door and insuring their destruction before he himself was wounded.
Indomitable and aggressive in the face of almost certain death, Sgt. Owens silenced a powerful gun which was
of inestimable value to the Japanese defense and, by his brilliant initiative and heroic spirit of self-sacrifice,
contributed immeasurably to the success of the vital landing operations. His valiant conduct throughout reflects
the highest credit upon himself and the U.S. Naval Service.

NOTE: Below is a rendered copy of the Citation and Justification forwarded
to  the family of Sgt. Robert A. Owens. This should be forwarded with your
letter to SECNAV which is on the next page.
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Editors Note: If your handwriting is good, you may want to copy this form
letter as it would show more self interest. Otherwise you can type and copy
what is below. The  SECNAV’s name below is the current individual in that
chair. Attachments would be the other items included herein.

Your address goes here
City, State, Zip

Date

The Honorable John C. Phelan
Secretary of the Navy
1000 Navy Pentagon
Room 4D652
Washington, D. C. 20350

Dear Secretary Phelan,

As a member of the USS ROBERT A. OWENS (DD-827) Shipmates Association, I am writing to you
to request that a new United States ship be named after Sgt. Robert Allen Owens, USMC, WWII Medal of
Honor recipient. I have attached a copy of the Congressional Medal of Honor Citation of his heroics of
01 November 1943 on Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.

A United States destroyer was commissioned in 1949 and named for Sgt. Owens and it remained
in the fleet until decommissioned in 1982.  Our association, as well as Owens’ remaining family, would
be honored and grateful if you would consider naming a new ship for him.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Your name w/ signature above
Rank & service dates if you wish

Attachments
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Sgt. Robert Allen Owens
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Letter of Posthumous Award
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2025 After Reunion Report

I wanted to provide a quick breakdown of how things went at the reunion.  Those that
attended had a great time. We had 28 attendees. Even though the hotel restaurant
was only open for breakfast and dinner, they were able to handle our meals.  The
hospitality suite was well appointed and was able to accommodate our meeting and
hanging out needs. We were able to keep the walking to a minimum, which made it
work for those of us who are having some issues getting around.  The government
shutdown didn’t cause too many issues.  The Base Commander who was going to be
our banquet speaker had to cancel because of the shutdown.  When we toured the
base on the bus there weren’t very many ships in port.  I only remember 3 Arleigh Burke
destroyers.  They were putting bunting along the rails for Fleet Fest, but it was also
cancelled, because of the shutdown.  I heard one negative comment about the
Botanical Gardens.  It was the end of the growing season and there weren’t many
flowers.  Otherwise, everything went off without a hitch. It only rained one day and it
was a day we had inside items planned on the itinerary. I hope those that attended this
year will talk it up to their family and friends and we’ll have as good a turnout, or even
better in 2027, than we had this year. See you in Louisville!
Bill Miller

I wanted to take this opportunity to publically thank Ronnie #1 and #2 (See picture
below). When my COPD got so bad that I couldn’t keep up with the rest of the people on the
tours and kept falling behind, they helped me acquire a wheelchair from the hotel and they
pushed me around on the tours we were on together. Thank you two ladies for all the help.
Glad that Ronnie #1 got out of the hospital and was able to go home shortly after everyone
else left. Again, I appreciate your help.

Jerry Jackson
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NAVAL BASE CRUISE
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The ride on the Victory Rover (Tour Boat) gave the history of the Chesapeake Bay but of the ships
in dock at the NOB Norfolk from the water side, as well as it is the home of the USS Wisconsin seen
above. The brass letters recreated from the real letters were those of servicemen during various years
from the 1700’s to WWII. It was a fantastic time for all to see and revisit the waters where the
Bobbie O traversed.

NAVAL BASE CRUISE CONTINUED



The Military Aviation Museum features the world’s largest
collection
of flying historic military aircraft. These were the aircraft flown during
the dawn of aerial combat in the Great War, as well as during
the
Second World War, and the early days of the Korean
Conflict.
Most have been restored to flying condition, using original
parts
whenever possible, and feature the markings of the days
when
they were flown with the armed forces.

F LY W IT H U S ! The Military Aviation
Museum offers 15-minute
and 30-minute rides in its 1941 Boeing Stearman and Waco—

w o r l d w a r t w o aircraft fill three
hangars at the museum.
The collection includes examples from the United States
Army
and United States Navy, Great Britain, Germany and other
European
countries. We can trace each aircraft’s lineage back to the day
it

w o r l d w a r o n e aircraft
represent the dawn of aerial combat.
The museum’s collection of colorful biplanes and
triplanes
represent the brave pilots from the United States, Great
Britain,

Celebrating and Honoring the
First 50 Years of Military

Peruse our historicaircraft, then have lunch with thedinosaurs at our Jerrassic Park.

(757) 721-7767 |

Fighters | Bombers | Liaisons |

Military Aviation

The Owens’ Ping
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MILITARY AVIATION MUSEUM

During our tour of this huge, multi-acre museum, we were able to see and be educated on real or replica aircraft
that were there within the buildings. Most, if not all, of the aircraft there, are flown at least once a year to prove
continued air worthiness. We saw everything from the Wright Brothers to the end of the Second World War; ours,
our Allies, and our enemies. The pictures that follow don’t begin to do the museum justice but hope you enjoy
them nonetheless.

Jerry
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Military Aviation Museum Continued

While this is not an aircraft, this flew as well.
This is a “buzz bomb” that flew from Germany to
Britain during the the second world war.

And although this never flew independently, there
were two of these dropped on Japan to end our war
with them. Yes, replicas of the first Atomic Bombs

And did you know that during the second world
war, many of our and our allies aircraft had rear
view mirrors? The one on the left of this has one
showing and the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, aircraft on the
previous page all had one. Until the canopy became
wrap around so the pilot could see who was behind
his aircraft, rear view mirrors were installed so that
he could see what was coming up on his “six”

Jerry

Sorry, but although there were hundreds of aircraft, these are the only pictures I have for the moment.
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The rest of the pictures are those of the attending members relaxing in the hospitality room, the dinner, and other
areas of the hotel. Enjoy
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Here is the whole crew on our last full day together in the main lobby. And that concludes
the pictures that we had for this reunion. It was a great time for all (except Ronnie #1 who
was placed in the hospital for the last couple of days for a personal malady).  Bill Miller did
an outstanding job for the reunion locale, hotel, and tours.

If you decide to take your own tour and see the sights that you knew when you were aboard
the Bobbie O, be aware that a lot has changed and if you go on base, you can’t take a phone
or a camera on the base.
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Norfolk Virginia,

2025 Reunion


