
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 
Good day to all of you and I hope to see you at the reunion in October.  Ellen and I are really 
looking forward to it.   
 
I was driving home from a visit to my local coin shop today (8/15) trying to think of something 
to put in this column that may be of interest.  While sitting at a red light (most of us still stop for 
a red light, some just see it as a suggestion) a car pulled up alongside me that had a color that 
was all too familiar.  It seems as though all the car companies have begun painting their vehicles 
in dull, but shiny, gray shades.  I can’t look at them without thinking of the Navy; they seem to 
be all either haze gray or deck gray!  As I began to notice a while back there is also an Army 
olive green and an Air Force blue.  Ellen and I aren’t really wild about them, but I bet your new 
car market is flooded with them, too.  Your reaction?  Haze gray or Deck gray? 
 
While I’m talking about driving, what ever happened to common courtesy on the road?  It used 
to be when you let a person in front of you in heavy traffic they would give you a brief “thank 
you wave” of appreciation for what you just did.  Now, they pull out and ignore you like it was 
your duty to allow them in front of you.  Probably the same guy who rides your bumper when 
you’re going 70 in a 55 zone flashing his lights to make you get over or go faster!!  It’s not my 
fault he’s late.  Same guy who parks in the “No Parking, Fire Lane” in front of the store.  I’ve 
decided these are the special people of the world who see things we can’t.  The sign (for us) 
says “No Parking”, but they can read on and see it really says “No Parking, Fire Lane – except for 
you because you are a special person”.  There’s something about a driver’s license that removes 
a person’s humility, courtesy and respect for others.  Cell phones!!!  Oh, Lord, there’s not 
enough room in this Ping to address what that’s done to people of all ages!  R U 1? 
 
At this year’s reunion we will be having a business meeting on Thursday morning, 10/9.  At 
these meetings we have some things to discuss that affect the organization, such as holding an 
office, items in the ship’s store, where to hold the next reunion and who will take charge of 
running it.  Please be thinking of these things and, if you can, step up to help.  There’s not much 
to do holding an office.  98% of the duties are filled by the President, Sec/Treasurer and our 
Ping Editor/Web Manager.  The others are generally decision making positions when a question 
arises that needs input from several people.  So please participate if you can.   
 
It’s not too early to consider hosting our next reunion.  It can be in your hometown or 
somewhere you would like to go.  It’s easier at home when you can do all the footwork and not 
have to rely on someone or some service many miles away.  But we need someone to step up 
and take charge.  I’ve done 3, Bill Miller is on his 2nd.  It’s a lot of work and worry, but worth it. 
 
All the best to you and your family. 
 
Larry McCoskey, President       
            


