
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 
Good day to all of you!   I write this after our reunion in Norfolk and want to begin by thanking 
and congratulating Bill Miller for hosting a very fine time at the Wyndham Resort Hotel in 
downtown Norfolk.  It’s stressful hosting these events and Bill came through for us once again.  
I sure wish we could have had more shipmates attend, but if you missed this one there will be 
another in 2 years.  Plan now to attend.   
 
On August 15, I wrote a short article for the Ping regarding finances and investing in gold and/or 
silver.   I hope you listened.  When I wrote that article two months ago gold was $3351 an 
ounce and today, October 20, it’s $4334 – almost $1000 increase in two months!  Silver was 
$38.27 then and is $52.62 now, almost a $15 increase.  It’s hard to say if it’s time to buy, but it’s 
definitely time to think about selling all that “stuff” you’ll never use – old or broken gold and 
silver jewelry, real silverware, etc, all the “stuff” you never use and your heirs have no interest.  
Think about it.  Let me hear from you and tell me what you did and how you made out.  It 
doesn’t take much to make an ounce.  I will have another financial consideration in a future 
Ping along with some feedback I have received from other shipmates.  Very informative. 
 
At our reunion Jack Wanko brought up the idea of trying to have a new ship named for Robert 
Owens.  Great idea, but it will take an effort by all of us to get it done.  If we flood SECNAV’s 
desk with letters of request, it just may work.  So, to facilitate this, I wrote a short letter to 
SECNAV that all of you can replicate along with three (3) attachments you can copy.  You can 
type or handwrite the letter.  I kept it short as the longer the letter, the less likely it is to get 
read.  Of course, when you rewrite it with your name and address you can add something of 
your own.  But keep it short.  The attachments, I think, will get his attention more and solidify 
our request.  This is all in the Ping.  I wrote and mailed mine today. 
 
Back to the reunion, Ellen and I had a great time and it was wonderful to get together with all of 
our friends from over the years.  I’ve had people tell me they may not attend because they 
won’t know anybody.  When I attended my first reunion in 2003 there must have been over 200 
people there and I found ONE shipmate I knew.  But over the years I have met more and more 
and now know almost everyone attending.  So, don’t let it stop you from coming to the next 
one because you may not know anyone. We all have the one thing in common that brings us 
together and it doesn’t take long to make a whole new group of friends and enjoy the time.  I’m 
sure you have some Bobby-O stories that we can all enjoy and laugh about!   
 
As I said earlier, let me know what’s new and happening with you.  My email address is on the 
front of this issue, so drop me a note and let me know how you’re doing.   All the best to you 
and your family from Ellen and me and we hope you have a great holiday season! 
 
Larry McCoskey 
 
 



ALERT 
 

ONCE AGAIN SOMEONE HAS SENT SEVERAL OF US A DANGEROUS EMAIL INDICATING THAT IT  
 

WAS FROM ONE OF OUR ASSOCIATION OFFICERS.  THEY USED THE EMAIL ADDRESS AND SENT  
 

A DOCUMENT AND ASKED US TO CLICK ON IT AS IT WAS A VERY IMPORTANT AND A VERY  
 

TIMELY ITEM.  IT DIDN’T LOOK RIGHT TO ME FOR SOME REASON, SO I WROTE A SEPARATE  
 

EMAIL TO THAT PERSON AND ASKED IF HE SENT IT TO ME.  A REPLY CAME FROM HIS PERSONAL  
 

EMAIL STATING THAT, “YES, IT’S FROM ME.  LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU’VE OPENED IT”.  
 

SO, I TRIED TO OPEN IT AND MY SECURITY SYSTEM ON MY COMPUTER FLAGGED IT AND  
 

STATED IT WAS A DANGEROUS DOCUMENT AND RECOMMENDED I NOT OPEN IT.  IN THE  
 

MEANTIME I GOT ANOTHER EMAIL FROM MY SHIPMATE THAT SIMPLY SAID “NO”, INDICATING  
 

HE DID NOT SEND IT.  I DID NOT OPEN THE DOCUMENT.  I CALLED MY SHIPMATE AND   
 

TOLD HIM ON THE PHONE WHAT HAD HAPPENED.  MINE WAS HIS 3RD CALL. 
 

IF YOU GET A SUSPICIOUS EMAIL FROM ANY OF US, DO NOT OPEN IT.  CALL US FIRST AND SEE  
 

IF WE DID, IN FACT, SEND IT.  THIS ALSO GOES FOR REQUESTS VIA EMAIL OR TEXT FOR MONEY  
 

OR GIFT CARDS TO BE SENT IMMEDIATELY.  THEY GENERALLY READ, “I’M OUT OF TOWN AND  
 

NEED THIS RIGHT AWAY”, OR SOMETHING TO THAT EFFECT.   
 

BEWARE AND BE AWARE.   
 

LARRY MCCOSKEY 
 
 

 
 
  
       
            


