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SHIPMATE’S ASSOCIATION GOALS

SECTION 1: To further the remembrance of the deeds of the USS Robert A. Owens
(DDK/DDE/DD-827),and all of the officers and enlisted crew members who served in her
during the vessels thirty-two years of U.S. Navy service.

SECTION 2: To promote the bond of friendship between all of the crew members who
served in her during the years of commissioned service through newsletters, web site,
Internet, and reunions..

Commissioned Decommissioned
1949 1982
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FROM THE DESK OF THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Good day to all of you and I hope to see you at the reunion in October. Ellen and I are really looking forward to
it.

I was driving home from a visit to my local coin shop today (8/15) trying to think of something to put in this
column that may be of interest. While sitting at a red light (most of us still stop for a red light, some just see it as a
suggestion) a car pulled up alongside me that had a color that was all too familiar. It seems as though all the car
companies have begun painting their vehicles in dull, but shiny, gray shades. I can’t look at them without thinking
of the Navy; they seem to be all either haze gray or deck gray! As I began to notice a while back there is also an
Army olive green and an Air Force blue. Ellen and I aren’t really wild about them, but I bet your new car market
is flooded with them, too. Your reaction? Haze gray or Deck gray?

While I’'m talking about driving, what ever happened to common courtesy on the road? It used to be when you let
a person in front of you in heavy traffic they would give you a brief “thank you wave” of appreciation for what
you just did. Now, they pull out and ignore you like it was your duty to allow them in front of you. Probably the
same guy who rides your bumper when you’re going 70 in a 55 zone flashing his lights to make you get over or go
faster!! It’s not my fault he’s late. Same guy who parks in the “No Parking, Fire Lane” in front of the store. I've
decided these are the special people of the world who see things we can’t. The sign (for us) says “No Parking”,
but they can read on and see it really says “No Parking, Fire Lane — except for you because you are a special
person”. There’s something about a driver’s license that removes a person’s humility, courtesy and respect for
others. Cell phones!!! Oh, Lord, there’s not enough room in this Ping to address what that’s done to people of all
ages! RU 1?

At this year’s reunion we will be having a business meeting on Thursday morning, 10/9. At these meetings we
have some things to discuss that affect the organization, such as holding an office, items in the ship’s store, where
to hold the next reunion and who will take charge of running it. Please be thinking of these things and, if you can,
step up to help. There’s not much to do holding an office. 98% of the duties are filled by the President,
Sec/Treasurer and our Ping Editor/Web Manager. The others are generally decision making positions when a
question arises that needs input from several people. So please participate if you can.

It’s not too early to consider hosting our next reunion. It can be in your hometown or somewhere you would like
to go. It’s easier at home when you can do all the footwork and not have to rely on someone or some service

many miles away. But we need someone to step up and take charge. I’ve done 3, Bill Miller is on his 2", It’s a
lot of work and worry, but worth it.

All the best to you and your family.

Larry McCoskey, President
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FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER

Hi everyone, right now everyone is current on your dues and | really
appreciate it. Will start the notices for 2026 in the next issue of the
Ping.

So | thought | would impart a few words of wisdom:

The RSM noticed a new squaddie and barked at him, “Get over here
now, what’s your name soldier?” “John” the soldier replied. “Look, |
don’t know what bleeding Army you think you have joined son, but |
don’t call ANYONE by his first name” barked the RSM, scowling. “It
breeds familiarity and that leads to a breakdown in authority.” “I refer
to my soldiers by their last names only. Smith, Jones, Baker or
whatever, and you are to refer to me as “Sir”’. Do | make myself
clear?” “Yes Sir”. Now that we’ve got that straight, what’s your last
name? The soldier sighed heavily, “Darling, my name is John Darling,
Sir.” “Ok John, here’s what | want you to do.

Everyone asked a 100-year-old man for his health secrets:

The old man said: P’ll tell you a secret. I’'ve been married for 75 years.
Promised my wife when we got married that when two people quarrel,
the loser has to walk for 5 kilometers. I’ve been walking 5 kilometers
every day for 75 years!

Everyone asked again: but how come your wife’s very healthy as well?
The old man answered: Pll tell you another secret. She’s been
following me to make sure | really finish the 5 kilometers!

From the Editor: See you all in Norfolk, the real home of the USS Robert A.
Owens, DDK/DDE/DD-827



The Owens’ Ping

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
By Larry McCoskey

As we all age we are naturally concerned with our financial future and the ability to continue to live
comfortably. Just about everyone has some kind of income in the retirement years, whether it be a work-related
pension, social security or some kind of investment income. Each of these can be fairly secure or can be risky
depending on the stock market and inflation.

As I’ve aged, I’ve begun to consider how I want to personally control what I have. A realistic consideration
1s what will happen to what we have if one or the other needs to go into a nursing facility for one reason or
another — illness, injury, memory care, etc. These facilities are ultra-expensive. $8-9000 per month is probably a
realistic cost. In the absence of some type of long-term care insurance policy, that will quickly reduce what one
has at the rate of about $100K per year. At some point we would have to apply for Medicade, which is managed
and partly funded by each individual state. Most states allow the surviving spouse to keep one house, one
vehicle and a certain amount of cash. Above that, everything must be liquidated and used to provide for the
institutionalized spouse. It won’t take long before what we have is lost to the nursing home.

So, what can we do? It’s not advised that we try to hide things when filing for assistance. If we do and
we’re caught, we can be refused any and all assistance. A problem is almost everything we do leaves a paper
trail that is easily discovered. We can put tangible properties in other’s names, but this has to be done far in
advance. When I applied for Medicade for my father, the state went back 3 years on real estate, 2 years on
vehicles and 1 year on cash. These time periods may vary with the states. Mom could not have just signed over
her house to me after dad had his stroke. That would have had to happen over 3 years prior. This tells us that
pre-planning is the key.

Hiding money is risky. With this, there are the usual pluses and minuses. If we put cash in our home safe,
nobody knows you have it or how much it is if we grow it slowly. But hidden cash is reduced by inflation,
yields no interest or dividends, subject to theft or possibly forgotten. Hiding money in something other than cash
could be an answer. One is precious metals — gold or silver.

Metals can be bought in large or small increments. Right now, 8/15, gold is worth $3351 per oz. and silver is
worth $38.27 per oz. They can be bought in ingots or coins. They will increase in value even while sitting in
your home safe. For instance, if you had cash in your safe on 8/1/24, it would be worth the same amount now —
no interest. However:

8/1/24 1 oz. gold $2448 8/15/25 1 oz. gold $3351 up 73%

8/1/24 1 oz. silver $28.508/15/25 1 oz. silver $38.27  up 74%

If you put those same amounts in a bank on 8/1/24, what would it be worth? The increase in these metals sitting
in your safe is real and when not reported, tax free. The gain in your bank would generate an IRS 1099 form and
you would pay tax on the interest. Buying metals, paying cash, leaves no paper trail. I’ve shown gold and silver

by the ounce, but they can be bought in smaller quantities, as small as 1/10™ ounce in gold.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 4



As with everything else, do your homework before you jump in. Know what you’re doing or you can be taken
advantage of. When buying any of these metals there is an upcharge from the day’s spot price. For instance, if a
metal was $2000 an ounce, a shop may charge you $2020. That’s how they make money and we can expect a
business to make a little money on our transactions. Some will have a flat fee upcharge, such as $20 per ounce.
Some will charge a percentage upcharge, which is usually very small. The same is expected when one sells. That
same ounce you bought, when sold may have a down charge of $20 below spot or a certain percentage from the spot
price. Either is the acceptable norm for this business as long as it’s not too ridiculous.

Pick a reputable shop in your community with which to deal. Ask around. Again, do your due diligence ahead of
time. If you have any more questions or want to talk about this some more, email me or call me. I’ve been doing

this, in one form or another since I was in the 7 grade!! But for the past 35 years I’ve jumped into it pretty deep and
feel I have a good handle on investing and collecting coins and metals.

ARSRRSIae

———




The Owens’ Ping

2025 Reunion Chairman Update

2025 Reunion—rFall Edition
| received my Tin Can Sailors magazine the other day. | read they are having the National Reunion this
year in Norfolk, in September. Imagine that! The next article | read was an article in the “Namesake”
section about the USS John Basilone, DD824. John Basilone was awarded the Medal of Honor for his
actions on Guadalcanal, and he was awarded the Navy Cross posthumously for his actions on lwo Jima.
The original namesake ship was commissioned in 1949 and was decommissioned in 1977. The second
ship DDG122 was commissioned in 2024. What I’'m leading up to is its proof they reuse the names of
heroes who were killed in WWII when ship names are chosen. There might still be a chance we could
have a second USS Robert A Owens. Who knows.

As you know, the registration period for the reunion is over, including the final date for reserving your
rooms. At this point, we have 30 attendees. If you have any requests for items in the hospitality suite, or
suggestions while in Norfolk, don’t hesitate to let me know. I'll be arriving on Sunday (10/5) to get the
items we’ll needand to set up the hospitality suite.

We need to discuss the trip to the Botanical Gardens. When we put the registration form together, we
didn’t know the cost to visit them, so we didn'’t list one. Now we know it's $19 a person to visit them. |

address how were going to handile it in the October 9t Itinerary.
As a reminder, here’s a breakdown of what’s planned for the reunion.

October 6—We check in at the hotel, after 4PM. The hospitality room will be open and everyone
attending will receive a welcome envelope. The hospitality suite will be in Salon A, stocked as per past
reunions.

October 7—9:45AM—Step on guide and coach arrive at the hotel to load passengers.
10:15AM—Coach departs for downtown Norfolk.

10:45AM—Board Victory Rover for harbor cruise, 11AM-1PM.

The Norfolk Harbor cruise aboard the Victory Rover is your front row seat to the naval fleet. See
destroyers, submarines and other vessels while taking in the sights of the harbor.

Box lunches provided on the Victory Rover.

1PM—Disembark the Rover and enjoy a riding tour of the Arts District.

Norfolk’s first official arts district, the NEON District, is home to a new wave of passion and creativity
downtown. NEON, or New Energy Of Norfolk, draws from the neighborhood’s history with the automobile
industry as it moves into a new and vibrant future.

3:30PM—Arrive back at Wyndham Garden Hotel.

Dinner will be on your own.

October 9—8:15AM—Step on guide and coach arrive at the hotel to load passengers.
8:45AM—Depart for Military Aviation Museum

9:30AM—Arrive at the museum.

The Military Aviation Museum is home to one of the largest private collections of World War | and Il era
military aircraft, (P-51 Mustang, Corsair and ME-109 Messerschmidt) in the world. Each has been
beautifully restored to its prior military condition, using original parts whenever possible. Most of the
planes are air-worthy and fly at the museum during flight demonstrations

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE



SAVE THE DATE

OCTOBER 11

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
10 AAM. TO 5 P.M.
SHIP TDURS - STATIC AIRCRAFT DISPLAYS
MILITARY DISPLAYS - FODD TRUCKS
LIVE MUSIC AND MORE!

and at air shows throughout the year. The museum is constantly growing as new aircraft and aviation-
related ground equipment are added to the collection.

11AM—Load coach and return to the hotel to relax, eat lunch, and free time.

1PM—Load coach and transfer to the Norfolk Naval Base.

2PM—~Private tour of the Norfolk Naval Station.

Everyone must bring a valid State or Federal ID to enter the site.

3PM—Transfer back onto our coach to return to the hotel.

3:40PM—Arrive back at Wyndham Garden Hotel.

Dinner will be on your own.

October 9—9AM—Our business meeting will be in the hospitality suite, Salon A.

We are planning for the ladies and visitors to visit the Norfolk Botanical Gardens, during our meeting.
Transportation will need to be arranged, probably by private vehicles. They offer group rates for groups
of 10, or more. The cost is $19 per person, and for a group of 10 they offer a walking tour. They also
offer a private narrated tram tour for 20 or more; again, the cost is $19 a person. We have 14 people
who want to attend the Gardens. That means the tour will be a walking tour, unless we can work
something out. I'll be sending an email to those that indicated they wer attending the tour and ask them
to send the check, made out to Gary Parks, but sent to me so | can keep track of everything. My

address is 587 6t St. Pitcairn, PA 15140

The afternoon will be free time. We need to work out the exact time details for the evening, but as of now, Happy
Hour will be at 6pm (cash bar), Dinner at 7pm, with announcements and the speaker starting around 8pm. The
banquet meal is the “Backyard BBQ Buffet”. It includes Tossed Salad with Assorted Dressings, Corn Bread with
honey butter, Sweet Mashed with Brown Sugar, Three Cheese Mac and Cheese, Grilled Vegetable Platter, BBQ
Chicken Breast, Carolina Pulled Pork, Slow Cooked Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Fresh Fruit Platter, and
Homemade Crumb Cake with Vanilla Ice Cream

The banquet speaker will be Norfolk Naval Base Commander, CAPT Matt Schlarmann. His biography is
included.

October 10—Check out by 11AM.

Saturday after our reunion, October 11t they’re celebrating the 250" year of the Navy at Fleet Fest. I've been
advised that CAPT Schlarmann has invited us to attend as his guest at the Commanding Officer’s Chalet during
the event. The event is from 10am to 5pm. You can come and go as you please. There will be ship tours, static
aircraft displays, military displays, food trucks, live music and more! If anyone wants to stay to attend, the hotel
has offered the same room rate for anyone who wants to extend their visit. The Fleet Fest flyer is included.

I’'m looking forward to seeing everyone in Norfolk. 7
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The Military Aviation Museum features the worlds largest
collection

of flying historic military aircraft. These were the aircraft flown during

the dawn of aerial combat in the Great War, as well as during
the

Second World War, and the early days of the Korean
Conflict.

Most have been restored to flying condition, using original
parts

whenever possible, and feature the markings of the days
when

they were flown with the armed forces.
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Two bed Room Room to be used as Hospitality Room

Room to be used for banquet
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REUNION GUEST SPEAKER

United States Navy

Biography

Captain Matt Schlarmann
Commanding Officer
Naval Station Norfolk

CAPT Matt “Squeeze” Schlarmann is a native of Dubuque, lowa. He is a 2000 graduate of the United States
Naval Academy with a Bachelor of Science in History and a 2010 graduate of both

Kansas State University with a Master of Science in Adult and

Continuing Education and the U.S. Army’s Command and General Staff College. He received his Wings of Gold
as a Naval Flight Officer (NFO) in February 2002.

Schlarmann served operationally in Electronic Attack Squadron

(VAQ) 140 “Patriots” deployed with Carrier Air Wing SEVEN (CVW-7) onboard USS George Washington
(CVN 73) and USS Dwight D Eisenhower (CVN 69) in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and
IRAQI FREEDOM. He also served operationally in VAQ-132 “Scorpions” deploying to Misawa AB, Japan, in
support of Far East contingency

operations. Command assignments include VAQ-137 “Rooks” deployed with CVW-1 onboard USS Harry S.
Truman (CVN 75) in support of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE and NATO exercise TRIDENT JUNCTURE.
While in command of VAQ-137, the squadron was awarded the 2018 CNAL Battle “E”, 2018 CNO Aviation
Safety “S”, and the Admiral Arthur W. Radford Award for highest achievement in electronic warfare among all
VAQ squadrons.

Schlarmann’s shore assignments include tours with VAQ-129 “Vikings” as an instructor in the EA-18G Growler;
Naval Personnel Command as placement officer for the Prowler and Growler community, Naval Aviation
Warfighting Development Center (NAWDC), Training Wing SIX (TW 6), and NAS Pensacola; and as the
principal deputy legislative assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS).

Schlarmann reported to Naval Station Norfolk as Executive Officer in February 2023 and assumed command as
the 52" Commanding Officer in August 2024.

Schlarmann has accumulated more than 3,000 hours in the EA-6B Prowler and EA-18G Growler and 400 carrier
arrested landings. His personal awards include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal, Air Medal Strike/Flight (two), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (three), Joint Service
Achievement Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (two) and various unit, service, and campaign
awards.
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SHIPS STORES INVENTORY AND PRICES

ITEM STYLE COLOR SIZE STOCK NEW
T-Shirt Pocket Blue  Small 9 $ |2.00
Medium 2 S [3.50
Large 2 S 10.00
XC 9 S 10.00
Shirt Cottared White—Xt 9 $—10.00
2X% 2 $—10.00
3X 3 $_10.00
Shirt Collared  Blue Medium 3 $ 10.00
Large 3 $ 10.00
XL 12 $ 10.00
2X 5 S 10.00
3X 2 S 10.00
Baseball Cap Winter Blue Adjustable 14 S [7.00
Ssummer  Blue  Adjustable 27 S [7.00
Ship's Patch 1964-1982 25 S |2.00
Coin Challenge 27 S |5.00
Owens Saga Book 79 S |2.00
Sea Tales Book 4 S 12.00
Bumper Stickers 33 S |3.00
Beverage Koozies 2 S |2.00

REMEMBER: All checks are to be made out to: GARY PARKS

Mail vour order, list of items wanted to purchase and your check to:

Mr. Bill Miller

587 6t Street
Pitcairn, PA. 15140

ITEMS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT THE 2025 REUNION
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