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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

To all my shipmates and friends, I hope you had a great holiday season and have survived most of the Winter.

Our reunion is coming upon us very quickly. I think it will be pretty cool to get back to Norfolk again and
tour the base and yards. I think the last time I was there was the first reunion I attended in 2003 in Virginia Beach.
I’m sure things have changed. For those of you who are planning to attend — and I hope it’s a lot of you — please
do Bill Miller a huge favor and not wait till the last minute to send in your reservations. I’ve done three of these
reunions and it’s very nerve racking when we’re just a couple of months away, the vendors want definite numbers
for food, transportation, rooms, etc., and our total cost is based on a certain number of attendees and we only have
a few reservations. Then, at the last minute, here come several more and we have to scuffle for more rooms,
possibly another bus, update quantities, etc., etc. Please, PLEASE, be thoughtful and courteous of Bill and all the
work he’s done over the past year and a half and get those reservations to him in a timely manner. I’ve heard all
the reasons for being late — our age, our health conditions, conflicts with other plans, it costs too much and a
multitude of others. Send the reservations in early; if you can’t make it, we’ll refund you your money as long as
you don’t wait till the last day or so. Some things have to be paid in advance and if you wait too long to cancel
there will only be a partial refund. Enough said about that. Get your reservations submitted and make your hotel
reservations now.

Our present political arena has been very different, to say the least. I have been personally affected by the cuts
as the National Fire Academy (part of FEMA) has been shut down indefinitely. I lost three upcoming contracts
for teaching that have resulted in lost wages. However, I believe in giving the process a chance. What is being
said is good for all of us; what will be done is yet to be seen. I hope the savings will result in a balanced federal
budget and a huge reduction in the national debt. If this is accomplished, it will be so much better for our children
and grandchildren. So, we should try to stay positive and look at the long haul, not just the immediate fallout.

In the last Ping I mentioned reconnecting with old friends before it’s too late. Well, as fate would have it, I
found out through a Christmas card that one of my oldest friends with whom I met at boot camp passed away. We
went to camp together and went on active duty at the same time; he, on the carrier Shangri-La and me on the
Owens. We stayed in touch throughout the years. I plan on submitting an article to the Tin Can Sailors and the
American Legion Magazine regarding my friend and me. Please watch for it.

All the best to each of you and I hope to see a large group at the reunion in October.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER

FROM THE TREASURER: WOW!!! In reviewing the dues list, I discovered
that EVERYONE on the roster have paid their dues for 2025. I can’t tell how much I
appreciate everyone that paid in a timely and many of you have paid years in advance. A
BIG THANK YOU!!

&&EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE&EE&E&&&&&

Two 90-year old guys, Leo and Frank, had been friends all of their lives. When it was clear
that Leo was dying, Frank visited him every day. One day Frank said, “Leo, we both loved
playing baseball all our lives and we played all through high school. Please do me a favor,
when you get to heaven, you somehow must let me know if there’s baseball there.” Leo
looked up at Frank from his deathbed and said, “Frank, if it’s at all possible, I’ll do that
favor for you.” Shortly after that Leo passed away. A few nights later, Frank was
awakened from a sound sleep by a blinding flash of white light and a voice calling out to him,
“Frank..Frank...” “Who is it?” asked Frank sitting up suddenly. “Who is it?” “Leo-it’s me
Leo.” “You’re not Leo, Leo just died.” “I’m telling you, it’s me Leo” insisted the voice.
“Leo!...where are you?” “In Heaven,” replied Leo. “I have some really good news and little
bad news.” “Tell me the good news first” said Frank. “The good news,” Leo said, “there is
baseball in Heaven. Better yet, all of our old buddies who died before us are here too. Better
than that, we’re all young again. Better still, it’s always springtime and it never rains or
snows. And best of all, we can play baseball all we want and we never get tired.” “That’s
fantastic,” said Frank. “it’s beyond my wildest dreams! So what’s the bad news?”

“YOUR PITCHING TUESDAY!”

Dolphin Trainer

An elderly man rear-ended a guy driving an expensive European sports car...

Enraged, the guy hops out and confronts the old man.

He yells, "Look what you did to my car...!!!”

"You're going to give me $10,000 right now or I'm going to beat you to a pulp!"

"Oh my..." the old man said nervously, "I don't have that kind of money.”

“Let me call my son...,” he said with hope,

“he trains dolphins and he will know what to do."

"Dolphins..!?!?!" the other driver huffed, while rolling his eyes.

The old man pulled out his phone, dialed his son, and just as his son answered, the irate man snatched the phone away from the old
man.

"I'll be there in 10 minutes," says the voice calmly on the other end.
Exactly 10 minutes later, a Jeep pulls up and a guy hops out and proceeds to pulverize the bully, leaving him in a heap on the side of
the road.

When he finished, he walked over to his father and said....
"For the last time dad, I train Seals...

Navy Seals.”

“NOT dolphins..!!”
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USS Robert A Owens 2025 Reunion

The plans have been finalized, except for a couple small things, for our reunion in Norfolk, VA,
October 6 thru 10, 2025. The schedule is as follows:

Monday, October 6—Check in, after 4PM, at the Wyndham Downtown Garden Hotel, 700
Monticello Avenue.

Tuesday, October 7—Board the Victory Rover for a 2-hour cruise in the harbor around the fleet.
A box lunch will be provided during the cruise. After we disembark the
Rover, we’ll have a riding tour of the Arts District. Arrive back at the hotel
around 3:30. Dinner will be on your own.

Wednesday, October 8—We’'ll take a bus to the Military Aviation Museum and spend an hour
and a half there, then back to the hotel for lunch on our own. At 1, we’ll
board the bus to the Naval Base for a private tour on the base coach.
We’'ll arrive back at the hotel around 3:30. Dinner will be on our own.

Thursday, October 9—We’ll have our morning business meeting and a free day. Ladies will
have the option to attend the Norfolk Botanical Gardens. With the
evening banquet at the hotel. We’re working on getting a speaker from
the Douglas MacArthur Museum for the banquet.

Friday, October 10—Check out by 11AM.

We’ve done our best to keep prices to a minimum. The prices for everything has been based
upon 30 attendees. Since the pandemic, the cost for transportation has skyrocketed. The cost
for one coach, for one day, is $1,500. Because of that, the officers have elected to pay $2,000,
from the general fund, to cover two-thirds of the cost for the transportation. The remaining third
has been built into the cost for the activities of the day. They felt covering a lot of the cost for
the transportation could help increase attendance.

The room rate for this reunion is the same it was for the 2023 reunion in Mobile--$119 per night.
We have a block of 15 rooms made up of 2 double beds, or 1 king size, it's your choice. You'll
need to make your reservations by following the link on the reservation form, or if you don’t have
a computer, call the sales manager, Melodie Crawford, at 757-627-5555. Parking is
complimentary. It's typically $15. The hospitality suite is included free of charge, but we did
have to buy a temporary banquet license from ABC, so we could have alcohol in the room. Our
only obligation to the hotel is to spend $1,000 on food at the hotel. Unfortunately, our daily
meals won’t apply, but our banquet meals do, as well as any food, or beverages, we would
order for the business meeting. We’ve decided to go with the individual meals for the banquet,
at $50 each. It's too far out to choose the menu items.

| left the ladies visiting the Botanical Gardens kind of vague. | reached out to them, but they are
in their Christmas Experience season and are very busy. | probably won’t be able to get any
information until sometime next year. They have a group rate, but | don’t know how many
constitute a group. The typical cost to tour the gardens is $20. Depending upon how many
ladies want to attend, I'm hoping they’ll be able to carpool.

The items we’ve chosen for the itinerary are not the only things to do in Norfolk. There are
many other things to do. I'll be gathering information from the various locations to include in the
packets we’ll be giving to the attendees. They have a maritime science museum where they
have a naval museum and the battleship Wisconsin. The only reason | chose the Aviation
Museum, over the Hampton Roads Naval Museum, is because we toured the USS Alabama

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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USS Robert A Owens 2025 Reunion - Continued

when we had our reunion in Mobile. One of the other locations to consider visiting is the
General of the Army Douglas MacArther Museum. There is no cost to tour either museum,
however there is a cost to tour the Nauticus/Battleship Wisconsin exhibit, if you choose the
naval option. If you’re looking for something to do in your free time, please consider visiting the
Naval, or MacArther Museums.

We’'re working with the folks at the MacArthur Museum to find us a speaker for our banquet. |
requested a speaker with naval or destroyer experience, but being a museum geared toward
the General of the Army, | don’t know if they’ll be able to find anyone with that type of
experience. We’'ll see as it gets closer to the event. That'’s all | have for now. As things come
up, or change, I'll keep you abreast of them in the future Ping’s._Follow the link to make your
room reservations and if you have any problems, questions, or concerns, I'm going to
recommend you either reach out to me, or Melodie Crawford at the hotel. Her contact
information is on the reservation page. My email address is billmiller15644@gmail.com

Because we’'re all getting older, we don’t know how many more reunions we’ll be having.
Hopefully you'll decide to attend this reunion, since Norfolk was the homeport for the Owens
while most of us were aboard. | look forward to seeing everyone.

Bill

“Victory Rover, harbor cruise
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2025Reunion
Schedule

Breakdown

Here’s a closer look at the schedule:

10/6—We check in at the hotel, after 4PM. The hospitality room will be open and everyone
attending will receive a welcome envelope. The hospitality room will be in Salon A, stocked as
per past reunions. We have 15 rooms reserved for $119+ tax per night. If we need more rooms,
they’ll be on an availability basis, so make your reservations early.

10/7—9:45AM—Step on guide and coach arrive at the hotel to load passengers.
10:15AM—Coach departs for downtown Norfolk.

10:45AM—Board Victory Rover for harbor cruise, 11AM-1PM.

The Norfolk Harbor cruise aboard the Victory Rover is your front row seat to the naval fleet.
See destroyers, submarines and other vessels while taking in the sights of the harbor.

Box lunches provided on the Victory Rover.

1PM—Disembark the Rover and enjoy a riding tour of the Arts District.

Norfolk’s first official arts district, the NEON District, is home to a new wave of passion and
creativity in downtown. NEON, or New Energy Of Norfolk, draws from the neighborhood’s
history with the automobile industry as it moves into a new and vibrant future.
3:30PM—Arrive back at Wyndham Garden Hotel.

Dinner will be on your own.

10/8—8:15AM—Step on guide and coach arrive at the hotel to load passengers.
8:45AM—Depart for Military Aviation Museum 9:30AM—Arrive at the museum.

The Military Aviation Museum is home to one of the largest private collections of World War |
and Il era military aircraft, (P-51 Mustang, Corsair and ME-109 Messerschmidt) in the world.
Each has been beadutifully restored to its prior military condition, using original parts whenever
possible. Most of the planes are airworthy and flown at the museum during flight demonstrations
and at air shows throughout the year. The museum is constantly growing as new aircraft and
aviation-related ground equipment are added to the collection.

11AM—Load coach and return to the hotel to relax, eat lunch, and free time.

1PM—Load coach and transfer to the Norfolk Naval Base.

2PM—~Private tour of the Norfolk Naval Station Tour.

Everyone must bring a valid State or Federal ID to enter the site.

3PM—Transfer back onto our coach to return to the hotel.

3:40PM—Arrive back at Wyndham Garden Hotel.

Dinner will be on your own.

10/9—9AM—Our business meeting will be in the hospitality room, Salon A.

We are planning for the ladies to visit the Norfolk Botanical Gardens, during our meeting. The
cost will be on their own. Afternoon is free time. We will have our banquet that evening in the
banquet room. The speaker is still being decided. The dinner options will be chosen after the
first of the year.
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2025 Reunion Reservation Form

Reunion Dates: October 6 thru October 10, 2025

Place: Wyndham Garden Downtown Norfolk
700 Monticello Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510

Reservations: Reservations must be made directly with the hotel.
By phone call Melodie Crawford at 757-627-5555 or
follow this link to make your room reservations
USS Robert A. Owens Reunion Booking Link
Follow this link exactly, or it won’t work.

The link will be available until the beginning of August

Reunion Functions and Costs

Number of persons attending:

Names:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Dates aboard Owens: Rank/Rate:

Tuesday, 10/7, Trip on Victory Rover with box lunch and riding tour of Arts District, is $90 each.

Number Attending: Total:

Wednesday, 10/8, Visiting Military Aviation Museum and Norfolk Naval Base, is $87 each.

Number Attending: Total:

Thursday, 10/9, Banquet, $50 each

Number Attending: Total:

Thursday, 10/9, Norfolk Botanical Gardens for the ladies.

Attending: yes no

Total Submitted:

Please mail this completed form with payment. Must be received by Auqust 1, 2025.
Bill Miller

587 6" Street

Pitcairn, PA 15140

(Make all checks payable to: Gary Parks)
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Update for 2025 Reunion—Spring Edition

| hope this Ping finds everyone well. The crazy weather the country has been
experiencing is scary. | hope everyone has been safe. | don’t know about you, but I'm
ready to put Winter behind us. | live in the Northeast and temperatures have been all
over the place, I'm surprised more people aren’t sick. WWe had more snow this year than
we’ve had in the last 3 years. But my bulbs are popping up and I’'m looking forward to all
the flowers and Spring temperatures right around the corner.

I’m also hoping you’re putting your fall vacation plans together, to join us in Norfolk at the
beginning of October, for our next reunion. Since the December Ping was published,
we’ve received registration forms for 13 attendees. Now that the holidays are over, and
Spring is in the air, I'm hoping we’ll start to receive more.

This Ping is probably the last reminder you'll receive before the registration and hotel
reservations are closed. I'll ask Jerry about putting out a reminder to the folks who have
email sometime around mid-Summer, but this will probably be the last reminder to those
who only receive the Ping by snail mail. The Fall Ping will be published sometime in

August, which is after the reservation/registration cut-off date of August 1%, so please fill
out the enclosed registration form and send it to me. Then call the hotel to make your
rcom reservations.

In the event you feel paying the total amount for the reunion is a bit steep, I'd be willing to
accept a couple payments for your registration fees, as long as you're paid in full by the
beginning of August. If you need this option, please contact me. I’'m sure we’ll be able to
work something out. Enjoy your Spring and Summer and I’'m looking forward to seeing
everyone in the Fall.

Bill Miller

412-622-4154

billmiller15644@gmail.com

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: I will send a reminder of the reunion information on July 4" so
everyone can get their money in and reservations made, if they haven’t already. Due to printing
costs, I will not mail a reminder to everyone that does not get email so this will be your last

reminder before the August 15 deadline. Jerry Jackson
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The Military Aviation Museum features the worlds largest
collection

of flying historic military aircraft. These were the aircraft flown during

the dawn of aerial combat in the Great War, as well as during
the

Second World War, and the early days of the Korean
Conflict.

Most have been restored to flying condition, using original
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Two bed Room Room to be used as Hospitality Room

Room to be used for banquet

10



The Owens’ Ping

SHIPS STORES INVENTORY AND PRICES

ITEM STYLE COLOR SIZE STOCK NEW
T-Shirt Pocket Blue  Small 9 $ |2.00
Medium 2 S [3.50
Large 2 S 10.00
XC 9 S 10.00
Shirt Cottared White—Xt 9 $—10.00
2X% 2 $—10.00
3X 3 $_10.00
Shirt Collared  Blue Medium 3 $ 10.00
Large 3 $ 10.00
XL 12 $ 10.00
2X 5 S 10.00
3X 2 S 10.00
Baseball Cap Winter Blue Adjustable 14 S [7.00
Ssummer  Blue  Adjustable 27 S [7.00
Ship's Patch 1964-1982 25 S |2.00
Coin Challenge 27 S |5.00
Owens Saga Book 79 S |2.00
Sea Tales Book 4 S 12.00
Bumper Stickers 33 S |3.00
Beverage Koozies 2 S |2.00

REMEMBER: All checks are to be made out to: GARY PARKS

Mail vour order, list of items wanted to purchase and your check to:

Mr. Bill Miller

587 6" Street
Pitcairn, PA. 15140
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